
2007 AUDI MELGES 24 U.S. NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 
SEPTEMBER 21-23 

BAYVIEW YACHT CLUB 
DETROIT, MI 

 
Organized by the Bayview Yacht Club 

 in co-operation with the United States Melges 24 Class Association. 
 

SAILING INSTRUCTIONS 
 
1 RULES 
 
1.1 The regatta will be governed by the rules as defined in The Racing Rules of Sailing (RRS) and 

the current rules of the International Melges 24 Class Association (IMCA). 
1.2 The Equipment Rules of Sailing will apply. 
1.3 The prescriptions of US SAILING will not apply, except its prescriptions to RRS 68 

(Damages), RRS 76.1 and 76.3 (Exclusion of Boats or Competitors). 
1.4 If there is a conflict between languages the English text will prevail. 
1.5 All competitors are required to wear a USCG approved PFD while racing except for brief 

periods while changing clothing. 
 

2 IDENTIFICATION 
 
2.1 Bow stickers and numbers, provided in the skipper’s package, shall be attached to both sides of 

 the boat’s hull at all times while racing.  The stickers are to be carried approximately 6” below  
deck level and 10” aft of the bow.  Instructions to apply stickers will be included in the  
skipper’s package.  Boats failing to properly display bow stickers may be subject to protest by 
 the Race Committee only.  This changes RRS 60.1. 
 

3 NOTICES TO COMPETITORS 
 
3.1 Notices to competitors will be posted on the official notice board located in the  

Mackinac Room or the adjoining hallway at the Bayview Yacht Club. 
 

4 CHANGES TO THE SAILING INSTRUCTIONS 
 
4.1 Any changes to the Sailing Instructions will be posted by 0800 on the day that they are to take  

effect, except that any changes to the schedule of races will be posted by 2000 on the day before  
they will take effect. 
 

5 SIGNALS MADE ASHORE 
 

5.1 Signals made ashore will be displayed from the flagpole located on the balcony near the south 
end of the BYC harbormaster’s building, (north of the clubhouse). 

5.2 When flag AP is displayed ashore, “1 minute” is replaced with “not less than 60 minutes” in 
Race Signal AP.  This changes RRS Race Signals. 

 
6 SCHEDULE OF RACES 
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6.1 The series will consist of up to eight races.  Three races are required to be completed to 

constitute a complete series. 
6.2 Races are scheduled as follows, though more races may be run on any one day at the 

discretion of the race committee. 
 

Friday, September 21   3 races 
Saturday, September 22  3 races 
Sunday, September 23  2 races 
 

6.3 The warning signal for the first race on Friday is 1100, on Saturday and Sunday 1030. 
6.4 On the last day of the regatta, no warning signal will be made after 1330. 
6.5 The race committee finish boat will display Code Flag “R” at the end of the final race each day.  
 
7 CLASS FLAG 

 
7.1 The Class Flag will be the International Melges 24 Class Association flag. 
 
8 RACING AREA 

 
8.1 The racing area will be in Lake St. Clair, approximately two miles east of the Peche Island Rear  

Range Light. 
 

9 THE COURSES (See Course Diagrams) 
 

9.1 The races will be of a windward-leeward type and consist of either four or five legs. 
9.2 Course 4 will consist of the start, windward, leeward, windward, leeward legs and the finish. 
9.3 Course 5 will consist of the start, windward, leeward, windward, leeward, windward and the 

finish. 
9.4 The race committee will use a windward offset mark and a leeward gate. 
9.5 The leeward gate is considered a mark of the course only at the end of leg 2 in Course 4 and at 

the end of legs 2 and 4 in Course 5. 
9.6 The windward mark and offset mark may be disregarded on the finishing leg of Course 5. 
9.7 No later than the warning signal, the race committee signal boat (located in the approximate 

center of the starting line) will display the course to be sailed with a corresponding code flag  
9.8 No later than the warning signal, the race committee signal boat will display (on placards) the 

approximate distance in nautical miles and the magnetic compass bearing to the first windward 
mark. 

 
10 MARKS 
 
10.1 Marks 1, 2P and 2S will be orange inflated tetrahedron shapes. 
10.2 New marks as provided in instruction 12.1 will be yellow inflated tetrahedron shapes.  
10.3 The windward offset mark will always be a red-orange inflated spherical shape. 
10.4 In Course 5, the pin end finishing mark will be a yellow inflated tetrahedron shape. 
10.5 Race committee boats may be stationed beyond each mark and the finish line.  Hindrance by 

such a boat or her ground tackle or failure to be on station or to display her signal shall not be 
grounds for redress.  This changes RRS 62.1(a). 
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11 THE START 
 
11.1 Races will be started using RRS 26 with the following addition:  An attention signal consisting  

of a series of short horn blasts will be given approximately one minute before the first warning  
signal of each race. 

11.2 A boat starting later than 8 minutes after her starting signal shall be scored Did Not Start.  This  
changes RRS A4.1. 

11.3 The starting line will consist of three race committee boats:  Port end line boat, mid-line signal  
boat, and starboard end line boat.   

11.4 The starting line will consist of two line segments:  One between a staff displaying an orange 
flag on the mid-line signal boat and a staff displaying an orange flag on the port end line boat, 
the other between a staff displaying an orange flag on the mid-line signal boat and a staff 
displaying an orange flag on the starboard end line boat. 

11.5 In addition to the requirements of RRS 29.1, the race committee may attempt to notify boats  
failing to start correctly on VHF channel 72.  Failure of a boat to see or hear her recall  
notification and the timing and order of such hails shall not be grounds for redress.  This  
changes RRS 62.1(a).  

11.6 Individual OCS boats and boats disqualified under RRS 30.3 will be broadcast using bow 
numbers.  This is an addition to RRS 29.1 and changes RRS 30.3. 

11.7 When RRS 30.1 is in effect, boats subject to this rule shall thereafter either:  (a) sail from the  
course side across an extension of the starting line beyond either the port or starboard-end line  
boat to the pre-course side before starting, or (b) round the mid-line signal boat before starting,  
leaving it to port.  See diagram below.  This changes RRS 30.1.    
 
 

 
 
 

12 CHANGE OF COURSE AFTER THE START 
 
12.1 To change the next leg of the course, the race committee will lay a new mark (or move the  

finishing line) and remove the original mark as soon as practicable.  When in a subsequent  
change a new mark is replaced, it will be replaced by an original mark. 

 
13 THE FINISH 
 
13.1 For Course 4 finishes (unless the race is shortened under RRS 32.2), the finishing line will be 

between a staff displaying an orange flag on the finishing line boat and a staff displaying an 
orange flag on a nearby race committee boat. The finishing line will be located beyond the 
leeward gate. 

13.2 For Course 5 finishes (unless the race is shortened under RRS 32.2), the finishing line will be  
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between a staff displaying an orange flag on the finishing line boat and the port-end finishing  
mark.  The finishing line boat will be located approximately 100 yards beyond the windward  
mark or the approximate position of that mark if it is absent. 

 
14 SAFETY REGULATIONS 
 
14.1 A boat that retires from a race shall notify the race committee as soon as possible either by hail  

or on VHF channel 72.  Failure to do so is subject to protest only by the race committee.  This 
 changes RRS 60.1. 

 
15 PENALTY SYSTEM 
 
15.1 RRS 44.2 is changed so that only one turn, including one tack and one gybe, is required. 

 
16 TIME LIMITS 
 
16.1 Time limits are as follows: 

Race time limit – 110 minutes 
Mark 1 time limit – 30 minutes 

  If no boat has passed Mark 1 within the Mark 1 time limit, the race shall be abandoned. 
16.2 All boats not finished within 30 minutes after the first boat to sail the course finishes 

shall be scored “TLE” (Time Limit Expired) without a hearing.  A “TLE” score shall be 
two more points than the number of boats that have finished within the time limit.  This 
changes RRS 35, A4.1, A4.2 and is an addition to A11. 
 

17 PROTESTS 
 
17.1 In addition to the requirements of RRS 61.1(a), protesting boats are requested to inform the race  

committee of their intent to file a protest as soon as possible after finishing, either by hail or by  
radio on VHF channel 72. 

17.2 Protest and “Request for Scoring Review” forms will be available at the jury desk and shall be 
filed in writing at the jury desk at race headquarters within 60 minutes of the race committee 
signal boat’s docking time (as posted on the official notice board).  

17.3 Hearings will begin as soon as possible after racing each day.  Protest notices will be posted and 
will be heard in the approximate order of receipt.  The parties and their witnesses shall remain 
in the are of the protest hearings.  Failure of a party to appear at a hearing following the posting 
of protest notification will be considered as grounds for the jury to proceed under RRS 63.3(b) 

17.4 Decisions of the International Jury will be final as provided in RRS 70.4. 
17.5 For protests involving a breach of a rule of Part 2 of the RRS, a short arbitration hearing will be 

held prior to a jury hearing.  This changes Part 5, Section B of the RRS.  The arbitrator will not 
be a member of the jury that hears the protest but will be permitted to observe the testimony 
given to the jury during testimony.  This changes RRS 63.3(a). 

17.6 On the last day of the regatta, a request for reopening a hearing shall be delivered 
a) within the protest time if the party requesting reopening was informed of the 

decision on the previous day 
b) no later than 30 minutes after the party requesting reopening was informed of the 

decision on that day.  This changes RRS 66. 
 

18 SCORING 
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18.1 The Low Point scoring system of RRS Appendix A will apply. 
18.2 Three (3) races are required to be completed to constitute a complete series. 
18.3 When fewer than six (6) races are completed, a boat’s score will be the total of her race scores.  

This changes RRS A2. 
18.4 When six (6) or more races have been completed, a boat’s score will be the total of her race 

scores excluding her worst score. 
 

19 REPLACEMENT OF CREW OR EQUIPMENT 
 
19.1 Substitution of competitors will not be allowed without prior written approval of the jury. 
19.2 Substitution of damaged or lost equipment will not be allowed unless approved by the jury.  

Requests for substitution shall be made to the jury at the first reasonable opportunity. 
 

20 SUPPORT, PRESS AND REGISTERED SPECTATOR BOATS 
 
20.1 Team leaders, coaches and other support boats shall stay outside areas where boats are racing  

from the time of the preparatory signal until all boats have finished or the race committee  
signals a postponement or abandonment. 

20.2 Coach and support boats shall register with the race office during Registration.  They shall  
declare which boat or boats they are supporting. 

20.3 Coach and other support boats shall keep clear of the racing at all times. 
20.4 Any coach or support boat that interferes with another competitor or the racing in any way,  

including creating excess wake, or hinders an official boat carrying out its duties shall have their  
race boat or boats liable to a penalty at the discretion of the jury. 

20.5 The penalty given by the jury is at their discretion, but it shall be applied to the overall score 
and therefore not discarded. 

20.6 No coach or support boats shall pass information in any way to a boat that is racing.  This 
reinforces RRS 41.  Infringements of this will be taken very seriously. 

20.7 Coach and support boats shall communicate only with the boats with which they are registered. 
20.8 Coach and support boats shall display a flag, or other identification symbol, as may be required 

by the race committee. 
20.9 All Melges 24 boats shall proceed to the Racing Area under their own power. 
20.10 There shall be no transfer of goods or equipment between Melges 24’s and their coach or 

support boats until after the finish of the last race of the day. 
20.11 All Press and Registered Spectator boats shall register with the race organizers during 

Registration.   
20.12 Press and Registered Spectator boats shall not interfere with the racing in anyway and shall stay 

at a distance outside the race course where their wake creates no problem. 
20.13 The race organizers may appoint one or more photo boats which will be allowed within the race 

course.  The position of these boats shall not be grounds for redress.  This changes RRS 62.1(a). 
20.14 Press and Registered Spectator boats shall display any flag or other identification symbol as 

may be required by the race committee. 
 
21 HAUL OUT RESTRICTIONS 
 
21.1 Boats shall not be hauled out during the regatta except with and according to the terms of prior  

written permission of the jury.  
 

22 DIVING EQUIPMENT AND PLASTIC POOLS 
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22.1 Underwater breathing apparatus, plastic pools and/or their equivalent shall not be used between  

the preparatory signal for the first race and the end of the regatta. 
 

23 RADIO COMMUNICATIONS 
 
23.1 All radio communications between the race committee and the competitors will be on VHF 

channel 72.   
23.2 Various race information may be provided by the race committee as a courtesy to competitors.  

This does not in any way alter the competitor’s responsibility to observe the race committee’s 
visual signals which shall govern the conduct of the racing.  Errors or omissions on the part of 
these broadcasts will not be grounds for redress.  This changes RRS 62.1(a). 

 
24 PRIZES 
 
24.1 To be determined. 
 
25 DISCLAIMER OF LIABILITY 
 
25.1 Competitors participate in the regatta entirely at their own risk.  See RRS 4, Decision to Race.   

The organizing authority will not accept any liability for material damage or personal injury or  
death sustained in conjunction with or prior to, during, or after the regatta. 
 

26 INSURANCE 
 
26.1 It is the sole and inescapable responsibility of each participating boat to have adequate, valid  

third party liability insurance. 
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COURSE DIAGRAMS and ROUNDING ORDER  (Not to Scale) 
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